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a distinguished Veterans Service Organiza-
tional in El Paso, Texas. 

The Benavidez-Patterson ‘‘All-Airborne’’ 
Chapter is comprised of current and former 
military paratroopers. The unit develops new 
relationships and cultivates existing bonds 
among those who have served in the Air-
borne; honors the memory of troopers who 
died in service; and informs its members of 
legislative changes and policy ideas relevant 
to veterans. 

With 250 members, the Benavidez-Patter-
son Chapter is the largest ‘‘All-Airborne’’ chap-
ter in Texas and has included representation 
from virtually every Airborne unit since World 
War II. It is comprised of national heroes. 
Members have included veteran paratroopers 
who had combat assignments in Africa, Sicily, 
Italy, France, The Netherlands, Belgium, Ger-
many, Korea, the Dominican Republic, Viet-
nam, Grenada, Panama, Iraq and Afghanistan, 
along with others currently deployed in the 
Middle East. Members have included one of 
the original Darby’s Rangers and a Pathfinder 
on D-Day. Others were involved in ‘‘Operation: 
Overlord’’ into Normandy, France, on D-Day; 
‘‘Operation: Market Garden’’ in Holland; and 
the ‘‘Battle of the Bulge.’’ 

Chartered in August 1985, the Benavidez- 
Patterson ‘‘All-Airborne’’ Chapter is named in 
honor of the late MSG Roy P. Benavidez and 
CSM Robert Patterson (Ret.), both recipients 
of the Medal of Honor. The Chapter was fur-
ther honored through the membership of 
Medal of Honor recipients COL. Joseph Rodri-
guez (Deceased) of El Paso and LTC (Ret.) 
Alfred Rascon. Other distinguished members 
have included MG Howard Bromberg; BG 
Shuffer, a statesman, author and paratrooper; 
in addition to LTG Lionetti, MG Lennox, MG 
Cravens, MG Infante, MG Little, MG Oblinger 
and MG Michael G. Vane. 

I thank the Benavidez-Patterson ‘‘All-Air-
borne’’ Chapter for their commitment to hon-
oring our veterans and for helping to strength-
en the bonds among service members and 
veterans in the El Paso community. 
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HONORING LAUREN HALLSTROM 

HON. CORY GARDNER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2013 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Lauren Hallstrom from Douglas County, 
Colorado. Last November, sixteen-year-old 
Lauren participated in Douglas County Librar-
ies’ National Novel Writing Month 
(NaNoWriMo) and authored an entire novel in 
only 30 days. 

Miss Hallstrom’s novel, Dreamweaver, tells 
the tale of a girl named Audrey in a place 
called Fortune. The novel follows Audrey’s ef-
forts to rid her town of bad luck after an un-
lucky penny wreaks havoc on Fortune and its 
citizens. This intriguing story and Lauren’s out-
standing efforts were recognized when 
Dreamweaver was announced the winner of 
the Douglas County Libraries’ novel-writing 
contest last February. 

As part of Lauren’s prize, Douglas County 
Libraries provided editing and cover design 
services for Dreamweaver, and it is now pos-
sible to find Lauren’s book on both 
Bookcrafters.net and Amazon.com. Such lit-

erary success is truly remarkable for a six-
teen-year-old. 

I am extremely honored to represent this tal-
ented young woman. Please join me in con-
gratulating Lauren on the publication of her 
first novel. I hope we continue to see many 
more from her in the future. 
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SUPPORT OF A WOMAN’S RIGHT 
TO CHOOSE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2013 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of the re-
cent determination by a federal judge that new 
Texas abortion restrictions directly violate the 
U.S. Constitution. When Governor Rick Perry 
signed into law Texas H.B. 2, a smattering of 
new limitations on access to abortion, he 
threatened to take away a woman’s right to 
choose. 

The Texas law would ban abortions 20 
weeks after fertilization, mandate that abortion 
providers have admitting privileges at a hos-
pital within 30 miles of the facility, and re-
quires doctors to administer the abortion-in-
ducing medication in person rather than at 
home. These provisions would cause dozens 
of abortion clinics to shutter their doors, re-
stricting access to women. 

District Judge Lee Yeakel struck down the 
regulation that would require doctors to have 
admitting privileges at nearby hospitals, a no-
tion that creates an undue obstacle for women 
seeking an abortion. Yeakel also blocked the 
provision that would require physicians to fol-
low U.S. Food and Drug Administration proce-
dure for abortion medication because a physi-
cian can ultimately determine what route of 
medication is best for the preservation of the 
life or health of the mother. 

Unfortunately, the law still bans abortions at 
20 weeks of pregnancy and requires all physi-
cians to perform abortions in surgical facilities. 
Restricting care for women is unconscionable. 
Currently, a woman’s access to abortion de-
pends mostly on her zip code. While the U.S. 
Constitution federally protects women, states 
with anti-abortion leaders impose restrictive 
laws. These state laws cannot stand up to the 
U.S. Constitution. 

I urge my colleagues to support a woman’s 
right to choose, a law that was established in 
1973 with the decision made in Roe v. Wade. 
I am proud to stand as a pro-choice legislator 
and vow to protect fair access to abortions in 
my state. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,081,509,219,288.50. We’ve 
added $6,454,632,170,375.42 to our debt in 4 

years. This is $6.4 trillion in debt our nation, 
our economy, and our children could have 
avoided with a balanced budget amendment. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT PAUL 
CAVALLARO 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2013 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Sergeant Paul Cavallaro of the Penn-
sylvania State Police. 

Sergeant Cavallaro has been serving the 
citizens of Pennsylvania as a State Trooper 
since 1992. He has served in numerous patrol 
and crime units in stations throughout the 
Commonwealth. He has held numerous roles 
within the State Police such as: Alternate 
Identification Unit Officer, Alternate CIA officer, 
Patrol Unit Supervisor, Criminal Investigation 
Unit Supervisor, Patrol Section Supervisor, 
and his most recent title as Station Com-
mander. 

Sergeant Cavallaro has received letters of 
commendation in 2002 and 2008, and re-
ceived a nomination for the International Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police Trooper of the Year 
Award in 2003. Additionally, he has also re-
ceived letters of appreciation from the Pike 
County District Attorney’s Office and the Mon-
mouth & Ocean County Intelligence Bureau. 

As a member of the Pennsylvania State Po-
lice, Sergeant Cavallaro has obtained training 
in wiretap, street gangs, domestic violence, 
hate crimes, advanced crime scene investiga-
tion, terrorism awareness, FBI post blast in-
vestigations, interview and interrogation, ad-
vanced hidden compartments and has re-
ceived special deputation as a United States 
Marshall. 

Along with his duties as Station Com-
mander, Sergeant Cavallaro is a bugler for the 
Pennsylvania State Police Ceremonial Unit, 
negotiator with the Special Emergency Re-
sponse Team and he sponsors the annual 
Troop R Cadet Golf Tournament. In his spare 
time he coaches youth baseball, hockey, foot-
ball and soccer. 

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant Cavallaro has de-
voted his life to serving his community and 
others; it is with great pride that I honor him 
today. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2013 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
have my votes recorded on the House floor on 
Monday, October 28, 2013. I had family obli-
gations that kept me in Wisconsin. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in favor of H.R. 
2189 (rollcall No. 561) and in favor of H.R. 
2011 (rollcall No. 562). 
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CONGRATULATING CREEKSIDE 

MIDDLE SCHOOL, A BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 29, 2013 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate an outstanding 
school in my district that is being honored as 
a 2013 National Blue Ribbon School. It is a 
pleasure to congratulate Creekside Middle 
School in Carmel, Indiana in celebration of this 
special occasion. 

The National Blue Ribbon designation, given 
by the U.S. Department of Education, is 
awarded to both public and private schools 
across our great nation. Started by President 
Reagan and given annually since 1982, the 
award celebrates great American schools that 
achieve very high learning standards or are 
making significant improvements in the aca-
demic achievements of their students. In my 
district and across the country, the award rec-
ognizes the great educators, students and par-
ents who have worked so hard to ensure Indi-
ana’s children reach their full potential and 
achieve academic success. 

For all of these reasons and many more, I 
am so proud that Creekside is receiving this 
prestigious designation. It is a wonderful ac-
knowledgement of the school’s commitment to 
providing young Hoosiers an exceptional edu-
cation. While 417 schools nationwide may be 
nominated, only 286 are chosen as a National 
Blue Ribbon School, making this recognition 
all the more impressive. 

Since opening ten years ago, Creekside has 
grown tremendously and now serves nearly 
1,500 students. Creekside has also consist-
ently placed as one of Indiana’s top middle 
schools. I applaud its administrators and 
teachers for their focus on rigorous and rel-
evant curriculum that will help students suc-
ceed in their future endeavors. 

As a member of the Education and the 
Workforce Committee, I also want to acknowl-
edge how important it is to our nation’s future 
to encourage and raise a new generation of 
Americans who have the skills and knowledge 
to succeed both in and out of the classroom. 
Students like those at Creekside give me hope 
that we will accomplish this vital mission. Their 
outstanding work is an inspiration to students, 
educators and parents across the nation. 
Once again, congratulations to Creekside. I 
am very proud of you. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. CATALINA 
GARCIA 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 29, 2013 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. Cat-
alina Garcia, an accomplished anesthesiol-
ogist from El Paso, Texas, and one of the first 
Mexican-Americans to graduate from the UT 
Southwestern Medical School. Dr. Garcia is 
being honored as a ‘‘Latina Living Legend’’ by 
the DFW Hispanic 100, a local service organi-
zation that enables Hispanic women to partici-
pate in social issues. 

Dr. Garcia was inspired early in her youth to 
pursue a career in medicine. From a family of 
doctors, dentists, and pharmacists, Dr. Garcia 
grew up with the value of helping others em-
bedded in her psyche. Today, Dr. Garcia 
blazed her own path as a prominent commu-
nity leader. 

In addition to her accomplishments in medi-
cine, Dr. Garcia spearheaded a number of 
philanthropic endeavors. She is a founding 
member of the Dallas Women’s Foundation, 
an organization that promotes women’s issues 
through education, and dedicates much of her 
time to teach English to immigrant women. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Garcia deserves great rec-
ognition for her efforts to empower members 
of our community. Dr. Garcia demonstrated 
tremendous resolve in bringing community-ori-
ented services to Texas, and I am proud to 
recognize her many accomplishments. 

f 

ESTABLISHING COMMISSION OR 
TASK FORCE TO EVALUATE THE 
BACKLOG OF DISABILITY 
CLAIMS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 28, 2013 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate the passage of H.R. 2189, a bipar-
tisan bill that among many things will finally 
recognize the valiant service of Merchant 
Mariners that operated domestically during 
World War II. It has been my honor for the 
past three Congresses to introduce legislation 
that would recognize these brave Americans 
and correct an injustice that has remained for 
over 70 years. 

The Merchant Marine were private citizens 
employed by freight shipping companies. In an 
effort to support the American war effort dur-
ing World War II, those same freight shipping 
companies and their employees became an 
auxiliary to the United States Navy. Their mis-
sion was to transport bulk war materials in-
cluding food, clothing, weapons, and even 
troops to all areas of conflict and coastal in-
stallations here at home. 

During the World War II war effort, many of 
these mariners were tasked with the critically 
important role of transporting materials along 
the U.S. coast using tugboats and barges. Al-
though these mariners did not sail across the 
Atlantic or Pacific Oceans into areas of con-
flict, they still encountered the enemy while 
delivering cargo that kept the war effort mov-
ing forward. One tugboat, the Menomonee, 
operating just off the coast of Virginia on 
March 31st, 1942, was sunk by German U- 
Boat 754 tragically killing several members of 
the crew. 

This tragic story has been the impetus for 
the legislation I have introduced in the past 
three Congresses to finally honor this small 
group of unsung heroes. In fact, a North Caro-
linian, Don Horton, whose brother William Lee 
Horton, Jr. was on that tugboat and lost his 
life aboard the ship that rescued him from the 
ocean and debris, has been the driving force 
behind this legislative effort. William Lee Hor-
ton, Jr., was 17 at the time of his death while 
bravely serving his country. Many members of 
Don Horton’s family served on these tugboats 

and barges during World War II in support of 
the war effort. Don Horton has become the 
foremost expert on this forgotten segment of 
the World War II Merchant Marine, and has 
worked tirelessly to see mariners like his 
brother gain the recognition as veterans that 
they rightly deserve and earned through serv-
ice to their country. 

The ranks of these coastwise tugboats and 
barges were not solely operated by men, but 
also women, as in the case of the Horton fam-
ily. Don Horton’s mother and sister, along with 
many other women, served alongside their 
male counterparts, but were never issued for-
mal documentation for their service aboard 
these vessels because of an order by the War 
Shipping Administration. Many male Merchant 
Mariners that operated domestically were also 
never issued formal documentation or the doc-
umentation that was issued is extremely hard 
to find today because many of these docu-
ments were ordered destroyed by the U.S. 
Government. 

Currently, a certificate of shipping and dis-
charge forms, continuous deck or engine 
logbooks, and shipping company records that 
indicate the vessel names and dates of voy-
ages are the only documents that are consid-
ered acceptable to determine an individual’s 
service in the Merchant Marine. In fact, by 
order of the Coast Guard Commandant, cap-
tains of tugboats and seagoing barges were 
relieved of the responsibility of submitting re-
ports of seamen shipped or discharged. The 
deck or engine logbooks were turned over to 
the War Shipping Administration and were or-
dered destroyed because they were too ‘‘volu-
minous to maintain, costly to keep, and rarely 
used for research.’’ Shipping company records 
that indicate the vessel names and dates of 
voyages likely never existed because written 
communication relating to the movement of 
supplies and troops was strictly forbidden by 
U.S. military commanders. 

After 70 long years, the passage of H.R. 
2189 finally offers these mariners a chance to 
receive the recognition they deserve. H.R. 
2189 expands the acceptable forms of docu-
mentation used to determine eligible service in 
the Merchant Marine. The bill allows Social 
Security Administration records, validated tes-
timony by the applicant or closest living rel-
ative, and other official records that provide 
sufficient proof of service. 

Mr. Speaker, estimates show that there are 
fewer than 2,000 of these mariners surviving 
today. It’s time to finally recognize these mari-
ners for their service to our country. I want to 
thank my colleagues in the House for sup-
porting these brave men and women that 
served in the Merchant Marine during World 
War II, and I implore my colleagues in the 
Senate to consider this legislation as quickly 
as possible and support its passage. 

f 

HONORING THE REV. THOMAS E. 
GILMORE 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 29, 2013 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize and celebrate the ex-
traordinary contributions of Rev. Thomas E. 
Gilmore, a Civil Rights icon and Alabama 
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